A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
a matter of course in French; so does Henry IV, and his son,
Henry V, was also naturally French-speaking, though he could
speak English; French, then, after 1400 was becoming more and
more the language of a section who, even in the highest ranks,
spoke English also. Before the end of the first third of the
fifteenth century, round about the time of Joan of Arc, English
has become for Englishmen of all classes the universal tongue,
because it is the end of the longest lifetime of those who were
brought up as children after the Black Death. A boy who
was at school or learning the speech of his home round about
1360 was a very old man by the time that French died out
from being the general tongue of the English governing
classes.
One of the results of this change in the language was, of
course, that England was after it somewhat more cut off from
the general culture of the Western Continent than it had been:
and this 'nationalization' of England increased as the Middle
Ages drew to their end.
The Revolutionary Feeling. The adventure of the
French wars began again after the years which had been ruined
by the Black Death. Five years had passed since the end of
the worst of the visitation when the attack on the Valois kingship
was renewed in 1355. One main cause of this effort was the
outbreak of social trouble at home, whicjh. often tempts rulers to
foreign adventure.
The overwhelming mortality of the Black Death had pro-
duced a sort of tidal wave in the economic situation of England.
First the lack of consumers (and the difficulty of transport)
made existing stocks abnormally cheap; then it made the wages
of hired labour abnormally dear.   Men began, to get from two
to three—even up to five times—what they used to be paid for
an hour's work at this or that, and such a state of affairs, of
course, arrests industry.   Here, however, we must beware of
a common  error.    To-day we live under a system  called
* capitalist,' in which the greater part of men live upon a wage.
In the fourteenth century, though a wage system had begun
and many were already mainly dependent on a wage, wages
did not determine the outlook of the average man.   Much the
greater part of the population lived in the villages, and these
were inhabited by families who,  in various  degrees,  were
peasants—not wage-slaves, but men holding land which, though
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